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Dear LeBron James,

You have an unprecedented opportunity to make an enormous difference in the lives of our children. We, the
undersigned organizations, health professionals, researchers, advocates and community leaders call on you today to
stand with us and end your affiliation with McDonald’s. McDonald’s exploits sponsorship of athletes and role models like
you to target children. Millions of children look up to you as their hero. By dropping McDonald’s, you will stand up for
their health -- and the health of our communities.

Your involvement with McDonald’s increases marketing to children, particularly in communities hardest hit by diet-
related disease. We know you are deeply concerned about this dire health crisis: your partnership with Michelle
Obama’s Let’s Move! campaign and your public statements make it clear that you want our children to grow up healthy
and strong like you.

Unfortunately, your association with McDonald’s directly contradicts these sentiments.

The junk food industry makes sure children are deluged by a constant stream of marketing: on television, online and in
schools and hospitals. This marketing plays a significant role in driving today’s epidemic of diet-related disease. And as
the largest global fast food chain and the most prolific marketer to children, no brand has played a more visible role in
this epidemic than McDonald’s.

It is no accident that the epidemic of diet-related disease sweeping this country is concentrated in communities of color
and disproportionately affects children, especially black and Latino children who experience significantly higher rates of
diet-related disease than white children do. What’s worse, McDonald’s has no qualms about exploiting black culture to
sell fast food, giving children of color a double dose of this deadly marketing. They are exposed to predatory and
aggressive kid-targeted marketing through Ronald McDonald, Happy Meal toys and online advertisements designed to
look like games. Furthermore, McDonald’s deliberately saturates communities of color through strategically-placed
stores, websites like 365black.com, liberal use of hip-hop culture, and sponsorships like yours that co-brand our heroes
and role models.

Make no mistake, this is a decades-long push by McDonald’s to create customers for life in communities of color.
McDonald’s has long realized that having role models from communities of color, particularly athletes, market its
products is a winning strategy. From Michael Jordan to Charles Barkley and now you, the corporation aligns itself with
athletes who represent success and athleticism.

As a world-class athlete, NBA champion and Olympian, you have vast influence with millions of youth. They admire your
achievements and want to strive for greatness because of your example. But by promoting McDonald’s through social
media, television commercials and the All-American Game, you are being used by this corporation to hook children on a
lifetime of junk food and diet-related disease.

Mr. James, will you stand with us as a true champion for children’s health and end your association with McDonald’s?
Our children’s well-being depends on it.
Sincerely,

The Undersigned

(See next page for list of names)
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http://www.msnbc.com/politicsnation/michelle-obama-dunks-lebron
http://www.msnbc.com/politicsnation/michelle-obama-dunks-lebron
http://instagram.com/p/cgS8HfiTEu/

Signatories

Corporate Accountability International
Boston, MA; Oakland, CA and Bogota, Colombia

The Praxis Project
Washington, D.C. and Oakland, CA

Olivia Hernandez
Executive Director, Centro Comunitario Juan Diego*
Chicago, IL

Esther Sciamarella
Executive Director, Chicago Hispanic Health Coalition*
Chicago, IL

Kiddada Green

Executive Director, Black Mother’s Breastfeeding
Association*

Detroit, Ml

Abdulrahman El-Sayed

Assistant Professor, Epidemiology, Columbia University
Associate Editor for Commentary at Columbia's 2x2 Project
New York, NY

Y. Armando Nieto
Executive Director, Community Food and Justice Coalition*
Oakland, CA

Anandi A. Premlall
Artivist and Founder, SustyQ (Sustainable Queens)*
New York, NY

Xavier Morales, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Latino Coalition for a Healthy California*
Sacramento, CA

Marisa DeDominicis
Director, Earth Matter NY (NYC Compost Project)*
New York, NY

Yale Rudd Center for Food Policy and Obesity
New Haven, CT

Campaign for a Commercial-Free Childhood
Boston, MA

Center for Science in the Public Interest
Washington, D.C.

Charmaine Ruddock
Bronx Health REACH*
New York, NY

Diego Rose, Ph.D., M.P.H.

Professor and Head of Nutrition Section, School of Public
Health and Tropical Medicine, Tulane University

New Orleans, LA

Joann Lo
Executive Director, Food Chain Workers Alliance*
Los Angeles, CA

Ruth Malone, Ph.D., Registered Nurse

Professor and Chair, Department of Social and Behavioral
Sciences, UCSF School of Nursing

Founder, Nightingale Nurses

San Francisco, CA

TJ Boisseau, Ph.D.

Director of Women’s, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Purdue
University

West Lafayette, IN

Nichola Davis, M.D.
Associate Professor
Bronx, NY

Wendy Lesko
President, Youth Activism Project*
Washington, D.C.

Bryant Terry

Author of books like Vegan Soul Kitchen, Chef, Food justice
activist

Oakland, CA

Kady Ferguson
Executive Director, Brooklyn Food Coalition*
New York, NY

Robert S. Lawrence, M.D.

Director, Center for a Livable Future*

Professor of Environmental Health Sciences, Health Policy,
and International Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health

Baltimore, MD

Kimatni D Rawlins

Former Collegiate Athlete
Publisher, Fit Fathers*
Nutrition & Fitness Technician
Washington, D.C.

Ruben Cantu
Program Director, California Pan-Ethnic Health Network*
Oakland, CA

*The following organizations are also signed on in support.
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Lauri Andress, Ph.D., J.D.

Assistant Dean for Public Health Practice and Workforce
Development, West Virginia University

Morgantown, WV

Daniel Meyer, Ph.D.

Assoc. Prof. (retired), Dept. Community and Family Medicine,
Dartmouth School of Medicine

Past-President, Maine Public Health Association

Readfield, ME

EverThrive lllinois
Chicago, IL

Sean Lucan, M.D., M.P.H., M.S.

Family physician

Urban food environment researcher

Assistant Professor, Department of Family and Social
Medicine, Montefiore Medical Center, Albert Einstein College
of Medicine

Bronx, NY

Robert Wm. Blum, M.D., M.P.H., Ph.D.

William H. Gates, Sr. Professor and Chair, Department of
Population, Family and Reproductive Health

Director, Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute, Johns Hopkins
Bloomberg School of Public Health

Baltimore, MD

Kevin Strong, M.D.
Pediatrician and Founder, Dunk the Junk
Camden, ME

Chris Hunt

Director, Sustainable Table, GRACE Communications
Foundation*

New York, NY

Land Stewardship Project
Minneapolis, MN

SaludToday

Institute for Health Promotion Research (IHPR) at the
University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio
San Antonio, TX

Supervisor Eric Mar, J.D.
Board of Supervisors, District 1
San Francisco, CA

Michael Gibbons, M.D., M.P.H.
Associate Director, Johns Hopkins Urban Health Institute
Baltimore, MD

Berkeley Media Studies Group
Berkeley, CA

Glenn Flores, M.D., Fellow of the American Academy of
Pediatrics

Professor and Director, Division of General Pediatrics,
Children's Medical Center

Dallas, TX

Caroline M. Apovian, M.D., Fellow of the American College
of Physicians, Fellow of the American College of Nutrition
Director of the Nutrition and Weight Management Center at
Boston Medical Center

Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics at Boston University
School of Medicine

Boston, MA

Youfa Wang, M.D., Ph.D., M.S.

Professor and Chair, Department of Epidemiology and
Environmental Health, School of Public Health and Health
Professions, University at Buffalo, State University of New
York

Buffalo, NY

Appetite for Change
Minneapolis, MN

Sheila R. Castillo, MUPP (Master of Urban Planning and
Policy)

Associate Director, Midwest Latino Health Research, Training,
and Policy Center

Chicago, IL

Councilman Rey Saldana
City Council, District 4
San Antonio, Texas

David R. Williams, Ph.D., M.P.H.

Florence Sprague Norman and Laura Smart Norman Professor
of Public Health, Department of Social and Behavioral
Sciences, Harvard School of Public Health

Boston, MA

Erika Werner, M.D., M.S.

Assistant Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Brown
University - Alpert Medical School

Former Research Director, Nutrition in Pregnancy Clinic John
Hopkins University School of Medicine

Providence, Rl

Andy Bellatti, M.S., Registered Dietitian
Co-creator of Dietitians For Professional Integrity
Las Vegas, NV

Anna Lappé

Author and advocate
Founder, Food MythBusters*
Oakland, CA

*The following organizations are also signed on in support.



Signatories

Egleston Community Orchard (ECO)
Boston, MA

Daniel J. Schultz
Public Health Nutrition student, Montana State University
Bozeman, MT

Colin Stewart, M.D.
Washington, D.C.

Laura Punnett, Sc.D.
Public Health Scientist
Lowell, MA

Patricia Feeley, Registered Nurse
Nurse Practitioner (retired)
Boston, MA

Barbara Laxon, OTR
Occupational therapist
Hollywood, FL

Donald W. Zeigler, Ph.D.
Chicago, IL

Jesse T. Smith

U.S. Army Veteran

U.S. Congressional candidate
Alabama




